
Outcomes from Exhibition, September / October 2016 

 

A series of public exhibitions were held by the Thaxted Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group on the 

following dates: 

Thurs 29th Sept 7.30pm – 9.30pm 

Fri 30th Sept 9.30am – 12noon 

Sat 1st Sept 9.30am – 12noon 

 

Over these days, about 175 residents attended the exhibitions. This is out of a population in Thaxted 

of 2,845 (2011 census). This is a turnout of 6%. Accounting for 20 married couples, this turnout 

reflected 155 households. This is out of a number of households in Thaxted of 1,351. This is a 

turnout of 11.5% of households. 

Demographically, the largest group represented were the 56-70 age group. The second largest group 

was the over 70 age group. There were nonetheless several attendees who were the parents of 

young children. Demographic groups less represented were young adults without a family. 

Though a proportionally low turnout, those members of the public who did attend were very 

engaged with the exhibition. 

Many comments (185) were received. Some of the principal thoughts found across these comments 

were as follows: 

 Transport and parking related issues were the subject of 65 comments, the largest single 

issue by far. Problems raised included: the speed of traffic; the volume of traffic; the size of 

vehicles (lorries); and excessive on-street parking (New Biggins Street was highlighted in 

particular). Suggestions included: on-street parking restrictions; lowering the speed limit in 

the centre to 20mph; lowering the speed limit on approach roads to 30mph; weight 

restrictions on vehicles passing through the town. There was no clear consensus on the 

desirability of a bypass. 

 The importance of Thaxted’s landscape and historic setting was emphasised. 

 Opposition to largescale housing development was emphasised. 

 Preference for appropriate housing (affordable market; 1-2 bed starter homes; bungalows) 

for local people was emphasised – appropriate development for local needs. 

 The need for strategic thinking on school place and healthcare provision was emphasised by 

many participants. 

 The need for improved broadband speed and mobile signal was raised by several 

participants. 

 The need was improved infrastructure – drainage and sewerage – was raised by several 

participants. The effectiveness and desirability of “soak swamps” was questioned. 

 Open green spaces in the town, such as the recreation ground, were noted as requiring 

identification and protection. 

 

 



The immediate next steps to take for the Steering Group, which have been raised as part of 

engagement during this exhibition, are: 

 Engage with wildlife groups; 

 Consider footpath / bridleway networks; 

 Identify green spaces; 

 Hold a presentation to explain the planning system and the NP’s role within it; 

 Hold a presentation with Liz Lake Associates; 

 Promote the NP and its progress with all speed. 

 

There are of course further actions for the Steering Group to take – the above is just an indication of 

immediate next steps. 

 

Selected comments read: 

“We love Thaxted’s heritage and charm! Keep it traditional” 

“Thank you for organising this Neighbourhood Plan – I am thoroughly in favour of it. As a dog walker, 

we love our Thaxted countryside. We have some fabulous long walks, as well everyday shorter ones. 

The views, countryside, and history really matter to me” 

“Thaxted has had (and still has) a proper sense of community which needs to be preserved. Outlying 

building does not encourage people to take part in this community and makes it more of a dormitory 

town”. 

“For the next exhibition please include larger maps with roads and landmarks identified!” 

“I love the way Thaxted nestles in the fields as you approach from Broxted, showing the church and 

then the windmill. I can walk out of our house, straight into the fields at Stanbrook. The 

development in Orange Street is sympathetic and an improvement. Pockets of development work 

best!” 

“Thank you to all those working so hard to produce a Neighbourhood Plan up to a good standard. I 

like living in this beautiful small town surrounded by open fields and woodland” 


